
Rear Admiral Jack Darby spoke in 
Uvalde at the first ship's reunion in 
1986. 

Uvalde Leader-News publisher Harry 
Hornby Jr., a World War II Marine, made sure 
that his readers were kept informed about the 
ship's activities. When Uvalde Chamber of 
Commerce president Fred Homer Jr. learned 
about the recommissioning in California, he 
asked the Navy to invite former townspeople 
living in California. A large number attended as 
representatives ofUvalde, and crew members 

received a supply ofUvalde honey and pecans. 
For her new assignment, the Uvalde was 

designated an LKA-88 and transferred to the 
Atlantic Fleet. In 1962 she served as a compo­
nent of the American Blockade during the 
Cuban missile crisis and stood by during prob­
lem situations in Panama and in the Domiillcan 
Republic. She was deployed three times to the 
Mediterranean and three times to the 
Caribbean. 

When the ship was decommissioned for a 
final time on November 29, 1968, Uvalde's 
Mayor Melvin Rowland sent a representative 
to the event. The ship's bell and one 5 Yz-ton 
anchor were shipped by truck to Uvalde and 
now are mounted in a park on East Main Street 
in Uvalde. 

El Progreso Library, Archives and Museum 
in Uvalde undoubtedly will be a gathering 
place for those who attend the USS Uvalde re­
union in 2008. Mementos that Uvalde citizens 
sent to the ship were returned to the city and 
are displayed in the library. More recently, var­
ious former crew members have contributed 
personal papers, photos and other memorabilia 
to the library. Two former seamen, Robert 
Caley and Don Renner, donated models of the 
ship. 

Edward Tungate, CWO, USN Retired, re­
cently quoted in the ship's newsletter, gave an 
explanation of why shipmates like to get to­
gether at reunions and share the old stories. He 
said, "I loved that ship; we enjoyed being on 

The bell and an anchor from the 
USS Uvalde are located on East 
Main Street in Uvalde near a Texas 
Historical Marker that honors crew 
members of the ship. 

that ship ....we did our job and loved it." 
More information and the newsletter can 

be found on the ship's home page at 
http://www.ussuvalde.com/. with 
Phil Belliveau as webmaster. 
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